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PREFACE. 


In the Form of Government anrl Discipline of all Presbyterian Churches it 
is set forth as the duty of every Session to keep a Record of its proceedings, 
which shall be at least once every year submitted to the inspection of the 
Presbytery. It is also required to keep a Register of baptisms, of persons 
admitted to fellowship, of removals by death or therwise, of contributions, 
and all other items which should be incorporated in the statistical tables of 
the Church. 

While the propriety of these regulations will be acknowledged by every 
Pastor and intelligent member of the Church, yet it must be confessed that 
there are but few congregations in which such records are kept, or if kept, 
it is in such an irregular manner, and there is such a want of uniformity 
that they are of very little practical utility. A leading cause of this state 
of things is, that congregations have not been furnished with books suitably 
prepared for keeping such records. It was with the design of supplying 
the proper remedy, and introducing order and uniformity in keeping Church 
Records, that the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church di¬ 
rected the Board of Publication to prepare two books; one for keeping the 
Records of Sessions, and the other to be a Congregational Register. 

Having some time ago prepared and published the first book, this is 
designed as the second; and we would express the hope, that it will be 
found on examination to possess advantages beyond any book of the kind 
yet prepared fur use in the different branches of the Presbyterian Church. 

PLAN OF THE WORK. 

It consists of thirteen Divisions; I. A History of the Congregation. 
IE. A Record of Pastors. III. Elders. IV. Deacons. V. Communicants. 
VI. Alphabetical Index of Communicants. VII. Dismissions. VLII. Deaths. 
IX. Baptisms. X. Marriages. XI. Sabbath Schools. XII. Contributions. 
XIII. Annual Summary. 





Explanations and Directions for filliii up the different parts of the Register. 

i history of the congregation. 

Wc have left four pages in front of the book for this purpose which 
will afford sufficient space for a record of the principal items in the H,s- 
to v of most congregations. Owing to the general carelessness wh.ch has 
hitherto prevailed in keeping Church Records, there are but few congrega- 
dons in which sufficient matter can be collected to fill even these few pages; 
and thus the historv of congregations, which must prove so interesting to 
succeeding generations, is almost lost. Where the Register is used it will 
furnish all the data necessary for making out such a History in the future. 


II. PASTORS. 

This Division contains five columns, the filling up of which must appear 
obvious from the headings. In the fifth column, with the heading “ Remarks, 
may be inserted any item of information respecting the Pastor which it is 
of importance to put on record, such as the time of his death, or of his 
release from the congregation, &c. 

Divisions III. and IV., for Elders and Deacons, require no explanation. 


V. COMMUNICANTS. 

As this is the most important part of the Register, we here present an 
example of the manner in which its columns should be filled up. I he first 
column contains merely the number designating the order in which members 
are received. When this Register is introduced into congregations where 
nothing of the kind has hitherto been used, all that can be done is to make 
<>ut a list of the present membership, and number them as near as can be 
dene according to the order in which they were received. In the fifth col¬ 
umn, P stands for Profession, B for Baptism, C for Certificate. When a 
member dies, it may be designated by a black line below the name. When 
no longer a member, by a stroke across the number. 







-;-1 

No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Family. 

How 
Rec d. 

Remarks 


1865. 1 





1 

Jan. 3, 

James White. 

Son of David W. 

P. 

Died April 19th, 1865. 

Dismissed by Ccrtilicnte, May 22, 1865 

3 

• 4 

.« .. 

Mary While, 

Wife of James W. 

P. &I3. 

“ “ 

| u 

Moses Rwin>/, 

Son of Wm. E. 

C. 

Suspended, June 20th, 1865. 



Jane Smith, 

Widow of John S. 

P. 

Married to Jas. Bruce, March 20lh, 1865. 


ti>u 

Eliza Jones, 

Daughter of Wm. J. 

l’.&E. 

Name erased, August 20th, 1865. 
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VI. ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 

This has but two columns, occupying half a page of the book. In the 
first column is the number, and in the second the name of each communi¬ 
cant as recorded in the Register of Communicants. Each name is to be 

placed under its appropriate letter. The design of this Division of the Re 
gister is merely to facilitate the finding of the names in the roll of com¬ 
municants. 

VII. DISMISSIONS. 

This has four columns, in the first of which the date of dismission is 
to be inserted; the second, the name of the person; the third, his number in 
the roll of communicants, and the fourth, the congregation or body to which 
dismissed. The case sometimes occurs, whether through ignorance or careless¬ 
ness, that persons leave the congregation with which they are connected with¬ 
out applying for a certificate; where this continues for a year, we would 

advise that the names of such be placed in this Division, with the word 
“ erased ” annexed, and the fact should be recorded in the Division of Com¬ 
municants, with a stroke across the number, to show that they are no longer 
members of the congregation. 

VIII. DEATHS. 

This Division has seven columns. The first contains the number of 
deaths of church members, and the second of all those connected in any 
way with the the congregation, church members included; the third, the name 
of the deceased; the fourth, the time of death; the fifth, age; the sixth, 

relation to the church, and the seventh, remarks. In filling up the first and 

second columns there can be no difficulty where a congregation keeps this 
Register from the commencement of its existence. In all other cases, nothing 
can be done bat commence the number at the time of commencing to keep 
the Register. 

As this Division is intended to preserve records not only interesting but 
instructive to coming generations, we here subjoin an example of the manner 
in which the columns are to be filled up. 



No. of 
Members 

Whol3 

No. 

Name. 

Date 

Age. 

Relation to the Church. Remarks. • 

i - 


1 


Moses White, 

Jan. 1, 18GG, 

74 

Elder, In confident hope 


2 

2 

Mary liruco, 

Feb. 8, 11 

24 

Teacher in S. S. Killed by lightning. 



3 

Samuel Jones, 

** 0, *• 

86 

N’on-profcssor, Sound hope. 



4 1 

William Hood, 

“ 20, “ 

11 

Sabbath School scholar, Joyful hope. 



1 6 ! 

Jane Long, 

March G, ‘ 

8 

Parents non-professors, 


3 

0 ! 

James Scolt, 

April 4, “ 

27 












IX. baptisms. 

This it will be seen, is arranged either for children or adults; as the 
names of' the latter should be inserted among the communicants, there is a 
column for their number, by looking at which, their place on the Register 
can be at once discovered. 

X. MARRIAGES. 

In this Division there is a column for every item connected with the 
marriage of which it may be necessary to make a record. 

XT. SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


This Division consists of eight columns. Where more than one school is 
connected with a congregation, such will be put down in the second column; 
and as some schools are held but part of the year, the time, whether for a 
whole or part, can be put down in the column headed “ Duration of School. 1 ’ 


XII. CONTRIBUTIONS. 


A column is to be found here for each of the permanent funds of the 
Church; a few are left without any heading, that here may be inserted any 
additional funds to which contributions may be made. 


XIII. ANNUAL SUMMARY. 

This Division is to be filled up from those preceding, and is to contain all 
the different items which should be reported annually to Presbytery. If the 
Minister and Session will see to it that this part of the Register is correctly 
filled up, then the General Statistical Tables of the Church can be depended 
upon as furnishing an accurate exhibition of the state of the Church from 
year to year. 


N. B. We would recommend that this book be kept by' the Pastor of 
each congregation, if he can write a good legible hand, and is a person of 
correct business habits; otherwise, with his consent, the Session should appoint 
one of their number possessing these qualifications, to take charge of this book. 

This book is calculated for fifteen hundred names, and will last a 

C 0 n o| e o^t io n of horn three to five hundred members, fifty years. We are 

nfTfoTi t0 m . the when so desired, so that it will suit congregations 

ot still larger size. 
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3 & b $0. 


(X'thjrf. 0 $hsL'fee-*o&' 
ktaA:^ 


)v *-$£ 4 <£ > s& 4641 /' 

j&Mik 

fa fa 4 ^Sc^t^/dy ■r. 9r. / %*&. 

fa*JA fa&M.J™. /6./S>J. 


«C& 4 tSVH/. 

■^vZ. 

2 b D , 

36/ SU^. { (&*-KCA^ „ 

3 &Z $£* 4 X 1 > 

3^3 

u*jyL 

J 6 ^/ sf&rKca & 

J 6 tda&. fa?, h?*, fa A 

iw- &* %. tJe^c- y&v: 

3 6 2T ^.fa> <*if.fa 

3 g?$C/. 

3 /^G fafaTfafaZ {§?&t*t£zc- fafaj S, $&fC'/eJ&4-Si 

3*^7/ fafaS.2l.°fo,4 fat '(fafaurafa^i.. 

fa!/ttyfa.fa. Q/tcwfei 
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$fa&u 0.6?My fa°*9<Zc\ u " " 
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3/ / / r &faco 3fafa7fa, .jfa&tJk* $&i7rtz&+#ic 


BAPTISMS 


NO. NAME OF CHILD 


PARENTS 


BORN. 


BAPTIZED. NAME OF ADULT. 


J: 


tf ns Z 'L/S’/Z. 

’iM./'s: •■ 




/*?./&/3 
$?*z*s/&. " I 


GPo-trew^ (fafai. 
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&r./ 6 > 4 . 


a*.. /d./r>-s- 
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NAMES OF PARTIES. 

FAMILY. RESIDENCE. 
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